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red in the 


Io the Reader. 
3 „ : | 
T H E following Sermon is ſo very. Entertaining and Ing enibus, 
| that, leſt the Reader ſhould imagine be impoſed on by the 
Title, and ſhould raſbly conclude Jrom bis own Expericnce, that ſq 
. much Wit never proceeded from the Pulpit, I refer bim to my Lind 
Clarendon's Animadverſions on Creſſy's Fanaticiſm, Oc. p. 22. 
where he tells us, He was preſent when it was preach'd. 


Mar. XXViii. 13. 


His Diſciples came by Night and ftole him any 
cn nt. 


H AT*s the beſt News abroad? So we muſt begin: 

| "Tis the Garb (les novelles) the grand Salute, and 
| common Preface to all our Talk. And the News 
go es not as Things are in themſelves, but as Mens Faacies ate 
.taſhion'd, as ſome luſt to report, and others to believe: The 
ſame relation ſhall go for true or falſe, according to the Key 
herein Mens Minds are tun'd.; but chiefly as they ſtand di- 
verſe in Religion, ſo they feign and affect different News. By 
their News ye may know their Religion, and by their Religion 
foreknow their News. This Week the Spaniſh Match goes 
forward, and Bethlem Cabor's Troops are broken; and rhe next 
Week Bethlem Gabor's Troops go forward, and the Spaniþ 
Match is broken, The Catbolick is for the Spaniſh Match, and 
the Proteſtast for reſtoring the Palatinate; and each Party think 
that the Safety of the Church and Succels of Religion de- 
pends upon the Event of one or. other, and therefore they 
croſs and conntertel each others News, Titizs cows Tr 
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before the Univerſity of Oxford. 3 
Landon 1 and he ſays that the new Chappel at St. 
fame?'s Is quite finiſh'd ; Caiu came thence but this Morning, 
ud then there was no ſuch thing on building. Falſe News 
jilows true at the Heels, and ofcentimes outſtrips it, 
Thus goes the Chronicle-News, the Talk of the Fattious 
od Pragmatick; but the Chriſtian News, the Talk of the 
iichful, is ſpent in Evangelio, in hearing and telling ſome good 
News of their Saviour; and now all the Talk is of his Refur« 
region, The Chriftian Current goes, News from Moynt Cal- 
nr, the ſixteenth day of Niſzn, in the Year Thirty Four, 
01d Säle, as the three holy Matrons deliver it at the eighth- 
Yerſe of this Chapter, But ſince there are certain Soldiers 
riy'd, and they ſay there was no ſuch matter as the Reſur- 
; MWreftion, 't was but a gull put upon the World by his Diſciples 3 | 
bor it fares with ſpiritual News as with temporal, it is vari- 
wſly and contrarily related, till the falſe controuls the true, 
and as our me dern News comes neither from the Court nor 
the Camp, nor rom the place where things are acted. but is 
hrg'd in Conventicles by Priefts, or in ſome Paul's Aſſembly, 
Ir fuch like place, and the Divulge committed to ſome vigt- 
kntand watchful Tongue: So it is with the News of the 
Non. reſurrection; it came not from Mount Calvary, but the 
riefts are the Authors of it, at rhe eleventh Verſe; and at 
the twelfth, they frame and mold it to the mouth of the 
Watch, The Divulgers, Men of double Credit, they khow. 
the Truth, for they are of the Watch; and they will not lie, 
hr they are Soldiers; nay, they will maintain it, for they . 
re Knights, Milites, Knights of the Poft, they are hir'd ta 
Wi, faying, and they did ſay, Bis Diſciples came by night and 
ole him away whilſt we ſlept. | Fe 5 
The Words are ſo plain, they need no opening, May it 
ſeaſe you that I make three Cut for es overthein ; one for the 
re Woldiers, anather for the Diſciples, and the third for our Sa- 
be Wiioir, In the two firſve will beat the Point Pro & Con, and 
7 Wi che latter reconcile it. for that's the faſhion alſo. No Er- 
rr ſo abſurd but finds a Patron, nor Truth ſo ſound but meets 
ich an Adverſary, no Point controverted but the oppoſite 
Tenet may be reco:icil'd. Be they diftant as Heaven ard 
n. as incompatible as Jew and Chriſtian, yet they ſhall 
et with a Moderator, and 2 cogging diſtinction ſhall ſtate 
de Queſtion on the abſurder fide, 55 335 
Firſt then for the Soldiers, whoſe Curſory hath no Parts, 
ft's not the Soldiers manner, but yet is ſprinkled with Ab- 
brdiries, that's the manner of the Watch. They ſpeak partly 
s the fight, voluntarily, and partly as they watch, ſupine- 
V and ther they begin their Tal! | 
Es OA MN A2 Ye 


4 Mr. Luſhington's Sermon preachꝰ ! p 
Ye Men and People of ꝓudab and Feruſalem, this Jeſus of M hi 
Nazareth was a very Jugler, a neat Compiler of Impoſtures MW hi 
a pretender to the Crown ot udab, made himſelf the 9; 
Meſſias and the Son of God, brought ſuch ſtrange Opinions uM bl 
would turn the whole World out of Bias; having no proof 
from Senſe or .Reaſon for his Novelties, he would needs con: of 
firm them by Miracles; and in the World's eye he ſeem'd tl th 
do. Wonders, tho-his- Works were indeed but mere Delufions, N 
wrought by ſlight of Hand, Hocus Pocus : ' AR-which was o gi 
manifeſtly difcoyer'd, that to ſtop the current of ſuch falſe b 
Coin, my Lord Preſident was forc'd to nail him to the Crof 
for a Counterfeit. His Maſter trick was that of the-Reſur. 
rection, whereof he fore-ſpake in his Life-time z for he waz 
no ordinary Dealer, but would make his Cunning. to ſurvize 


his Perſon, and durft foreſay ſo. To put this piece in. Ext. tre 
cution, he entertain'd a Rabble of Ruffians, whom he term to 
his Diſciples, as all Plotters: have Partners: Theſe he in. an 


ſtructed in the Game while he liv'd, and they were to play it 
when he was dead. The Liſt gybis Diſciples conſiſted of Men 
and Women; for in all crafty Larriages there lies a Woman 
Part. The Men were to perform all manner of fact; and th 


Women, whoſe activity lies in their Tongue, were to report the 

e,, 5 TE © 
The High Prieſts and ſome of the Sanhedrim being wiſe tu tra 

apprehend, and wary to preveat the Aangerous Conſequences 


hereof, procur'd a Warrant from the Preſident to ſeal up the 
Tomb, and place a Watch there, and we were the Parties ar 
pointe l to guard it. The Charge we underwent requir' 
220d Service, for his Diſciples were common Night walker: 
like their Maſter, notable - Cutters, and carry'd as muc 
-- Courage as Cunning ; ſuch tall Fellows with their Weapons 
that they made it but a ſlight either to withſtand or afſault: 
Whole mulcitude, and durſt do any thing. in their Maſter“ 
behalf. The other Night, when W apprehended him | 

Gethſemane, "we were moſt of the luftieft Fellows in ꝓeruſalem 
nad pretty well appointed, yet they ſtood to it ſtoutly, made 
a tall fray, and ſometimes put us to the worſt At the fir 
Onſet we were all knock'd down, and at our Recovery Rabb 
Malchus, a Follower of the High Prieſt's Company and ob 
Captain, was fingled out by one of their - fid-, a. Sailor! 
ſeem'd, who with his Whinyard lopt.of one of his Ear 


and had the Blow hit right, it would have cleft him down tg di 
the Twiſt, Nay they were all Brayoes, and their blood ty 
Mind was ſeen upon Fudas Iſcariot, one of their own Coil de 


pany, who becauſe he was our Bloodhound to ſcent their V1 \th 
ſter out they perſecuted the poor Wretch till they had oy , Wt 
1 
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dim; for not far from their Walk he was found hang'd with 
his Guts about his He (5. And for their bloody Pranks that 
way, the place begins te bear the name of Aceldama, the 
For the Exploit of his Reſurrction, they had the Aſſiſtance 
of their Fellow She -Diſciples, Night Houſe-Wives too; for 
they were hovering about the Sepulcher from the dead of the 
Night till the Morning, and were-as the Counter-Watch to 
ive notice of ſome Ad vantage to the Diſciples, who lay not 
far off, ſomewhere above Ground, while their Maſter was un- 
der it. All the day-time they ftir not for fear. ef Paſſengers, 
frequenting to and fro in the Gardens and Walks about Mount 
Calvary, it being both Sabbath and Paſſover; but in the night 
they took their Opportunity by this means. We had been ex. 
tremelv over*-travel'd, both to apprehend and guard him, firſt 
to the High Prieft, next to the Preſident; from him to Herod 
and back again; then to his Arraignwent, then to his Exe- 
cution, and ever fince at his Grave, ſo turbulent the Man 
ws, that his very dead Body would not lie.ftill and | 


| bz quiet. 
This Over-watching, ſeconded with the Daxkneſs of the 
Night, and Coldneſs of the Air, caſt us into a heavy Sleep; 
thereupon the Women gave the Watch-word to. the Diſciples, 
who immediately do exhumate his. Body; and while they 
tranſlate and hury it elſewkere, the Women trot into the 
Town, and bruit it abroad that their Maſter is riſen. _ 

And the credulons City is partly inclin'd to believe the Le- 
gerdemain z they are willing to frame their Faith and build 
their Salvation upon a flying Gull, rais'd by three way-going 
Women, gadling Goſſi ps that came from Galilee; one of them 
notorious, ſo deviliſh, that there-came Even Deyils out of 
ler, how many ſtaid behind God knows; it is like ſhe was ſo 
full, there was room for no more; and by her ye may guels at 
ter Companions, Conſider of it; the matter is of moment, 
main point of State, that concerns your own Nation: We 
are but Strangers, and no further intereſted than for the 
Truth's ſake to ſpeak it; and therefore be advisd whether 
ſe will rely herein upon the word of 4 Woman, or upon the 
faith and reputation of a Soldier, And here the Soldier puts 
lp, he ſheaths his malicious and*blaſpemous Tongue, more 
harp and deadly than his Sword, and gives our Saviour a 
ound more mortal far thaa'thoſz, upon the Crols 3 they 
did but put him in a Trance, ſuſpend his Lite for a day or 
two, at tre moſt, but kill his Humanity; but this would mur- 
det his Divinity, and dead his Immortality, it would nullify 
the Golpel, add fruſtrate all- out Faith, for if Cheiſt be not 
den (ith St. Paul) then is our Prexching vin, ad your Falth is 
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tale the ſum of their Saying, as tis here ſet down by the Holy 
* Ghoft, giving it Order and Parts. The words then may ez. 


morally they are Calumny ; The Soldiers either not heard, or 
not practiod the Doctrine of obs Eaptiſf, Accuſe no Man 110 


« * 


tency and Impoſture, that he neither could nor did riſe from 


Soldiers of capital negligence, that they were alleep. | 


alſo vain. And therefore I come to my ſegond Curſory; py, 
bis Diſcipl+s ſtole bim away by Night, „ 
Herein we will deal Chriftianly and civilly, not give the 


Lie to the Soldiers, foul Words to the Watch. but yet ye 


may ſay, that their Tale hath no Truth in any point of it, but 


a mere Saying; Saying ſay ye. They ſay not of themſelye, 


but as the Pri-ſts taught them; they knew they (aid false, | 
and therefore our ſaying to the contrary will eaſily obtain, M. 
And therein we follow not the random of their roving, but 


fily be taken judiciarily, in form of an Accuſation, and then 


__ —— © >. aan 4 


Or they may be taken popularly, in form of a Report or 
mour, and then morally they are a mere Gull or Slander, - Jn 
u hat ſenſe ſoever, there are three Parties wrong'd in them; 
the Diſciples, our Saviour, and the Soldiers themſclves. The 
Diſciples here are tax'd of Theft, that they ſhould come by 
Night, and ſteal away their Maſter z our Saviour of Impo- 


the Dead, hut was convey'd away by his Diſciples z and the 


la the Curſory then for the Diſciples, mar ye plxaſe that 
lay down three plain Contradictories to the words of the Text 
as they lie in order, b N 
Firſt, The Diſciples came not hjther by Night. 
Secondly, He was not ſtole aw sy. PEO 

Thirdly, Ihe Soldiers were not afl:ep, 

For proof of each whereof there are no cogent Demon 
ſtrations in Nature, quod ſint; ſingle voluntary Actions that 
leave no evident Effect, admit it not. We preach not before 
Jews and Infidels, to whom this Doctrine is ſcandalous anc 
tooliſhnzſs ; but the ſimple-heart:d Chriftian, the willing 
Hearer ſnull have rational Probadilicies and perſpaſive Argy 
ments, ſuthcient to convey Belief into a Heart illuminated 
and prepar'd by Grace for it. os 

For che firft then, His Diſciples came not by Night, The Bo 

dy moves not voluntarily, unleſs the Motion be grounded u 
on the Will; ſo that when the Influence of the Will upon th 
external Member is either intercepted or fruſtrated by an 
foreign Accident, the Body hardiy admits of going and com 
ing. The Heart, and firſt Mover of the Diſciples, was no 

mated and ſet vp by a Leaſe of impetuons Paſſions: All tho. 

Violents of the Soul which have Miſchiefs for their Od 
aud are immediatel] deſtructixe to the Patient that 51 
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them: Extreme Sorrow for their Maſter's preſent Sufferin 


as much Fear for their own future Danger, and their like 


Deſpair for their fore-hop'd Happineſs. Their Senſes feel the 
Sorrow, their Pear torments their Fancies, and their Memory 
maintains their Deſpair z their whole Soul ſo aſſaulted, that 
there wanted nothing but a Fever to make them quite fran: 


tick. And Peter came near to that, ſo diſtracted, that for his 


Mafter's ſake firft he will needs fight, then he flies away; 
and in the end, goes out and crys, In this mode he is carry'd 4 
up and down, till he lays a clog on his Conſcience, that would 

hold him work enough without coming to Mount Calvary, 
The Caſe of his other Fellows might be as bad, or worſe, al - 


anon again he follows after him, at length he forſwears him, 


tho the Scriptare be therein ſilent. Thus far they go all wing 


Peter, that they ſleep, and fly, and follow afar off | 
But when their Mafter was paſt all Recovery, then each 


Paſſion play'd his Part to hinder all humour from coming to 


Mount Calvary, Their Sorrow contracts and cloſes them up 
in Feruſalem ; Sorrow loves to be private and lurk in'a Cor- 


ner; Fear kept them within Doors; Fear dares not go abroad, 


eſpecially in the Night; if ſhe do it is to fly a danger, not to 
invite it, And to Deſpair all People muſt yield; Deſpair 
will not ſtir in her own behalf, unleſs to do herfelf a Miſ⸗ 


chief, but of any other ſhe is quitecareieſs, To ſay then they 


came by Night, makes it but the more unlikely. They could 
not watch one hour with him in Gerbſemane, when it concern'd . 
his Life, while there was yet hops to vindicate him from the 
Croſs 3 and can they then watch with hima whole night when 
he was dead and buty'd? Ifthey were for a Night's Exploit, 
they wou'd have done it in the Night before, when there was 
afairer Opportunity, and greater Security, They now had 
no more means this Night, but more Danger, When they 
went to Gethſemane, they had but two Swords in all, and were 
there diſarm'd of them z but one Coat apiece, and fome 
ſtripd of that; no Weapons to aſſault, nor Armour to de: 
fend. Fit Furniture, and fair Voyage for poor Fiſhermen to 
make to Mount Calvary in a dark Night, to affront the Roman 
Watch, And to what end ? If their Maſter cou'd riſe again, 
what need they come hither ? if not, they did him no wrong * * 
to abandon him. LITE Os RG 
But why mention we the Reſurrecłion? they came not-thi- 
ther, not to a thought of it. He had indeed foretold them 
of it, but they underſtood it not: They could not proſecute 
hat they never apprehended z Cou'd they hope to make o- 
15 believe what they could not imagine 2 Could others 
- NS "i —4 4 | grant 
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them, as Sorrow, Fear and Deſpair, did now wholly poſſeſs * - 
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-___ + grant that feaſible, which they eſteem'd impoſſible ? Or 

f e. once Belief, yet forſook it when they forſook . 
{aſter ? They were beaten from it in Gethſemane, where bit 
one of the Fews received any Loſs, and he but one of bis 
Ears, and that reftor'd again; but they all loft every one his 

aith, they loft their Saviour, and their Souls to boot. The 

*. were now as faithleſs as their Fellow Fudas, as faithleſs in 
: their Maſter as he was to him, The Reſurrection quite for. 
ot, not only the thing it ſelf, but their Maſter's mention of 

It; and therefore they embalm his dead Body, and do en, 

- tomb it as forlorn, The Priefts themſelves beliey'd more 
than the Diſciples they fear'd it, and therefore fortify'd the 
Sepulcher, but the Diſciples did not ſo much as hope. And 

when he was riſen de fafto, they could not believe it, tho the 
Woman avouch'd it. d AN pita dv rar. The Wo- 
mens Talk ſcems an old Wive's Tale, when they tell the Dil. 
Cißples of the Reſurrection: Thomas will not truſt his own Eyes 

| tho they ſeg, and his Ears tho they hear him. Had they any 
By-intent, they would have been very forward to report and 

ſpread the Fame, but they ſtood mute at it, and begin to 

ſpread themſelves each Man what way his Fancy led him; 

the Fame of the Reſurrection did not fright them, and how 

came the News abroad? Who told it to the High Prieft ? not 
Eis Diſeiplès, nor the Women, but the Soldiers here them- 

N ſelves. Bur why ſtand we to defend the Diſciples in a fact 
| never committed? no ſuch thing done as they objetted, He 
was not ſtole away at all 3 my ſecond ContradiQory, 

nor by the Diſciples, nor by any elſe, unleſs Men were 
mad, or weary of their Lives. The advantage of the AR 
cuuid no ways recompenſe the Danger: The Laws are ſo ſtrid 
for meddling with Sepulchers, that they could expect no leſs 
than to incur the Crime of Sacrilege; which may be ſeen 
at large in the Digefts de Sepulchro violato; which Laws, tho 

| fince compil'd, yet for the moſt part were then and there in 
force, the Few: being under the Aman Juriſdiction, And tho 
they ſhould plead that they did only tranſlate the Body, not 
abuſe it; yet they could not avoid the Objection of dolus ma. 
In, and ſo incur an arbitrary Cenſure, which would be laid 
very heavily upon them, things running as they did againf 
our Saviour. What fair Interpretation could they look for 
6n his behalf, when he himſelf was charg'd -with Treaſon, 
for asking a Penny to pay Tribute? Or if ſome had the Wil 

to ſſteal him, yet none had the Power or Means to perform it, 


The Watch there, term'd Soldiers, were of a middle nature, 
between Soldiers and Hangmen, Spirulatoresz they carried 4 
Spear in their Hands, but a Halter at their Girdles, alway 

ws tk r read! 
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ready for any deadly Service, They were gyuarogtauxess S.. 
tallitet, a Guard to the Governor; and Guſtodes,- Jailors, War» 
dens far Priſoners; and Vigiles,Watchers for their Bodies who 
ſuffer d: the common Executioners of corporal Puniſhment, 
whether it reach'd only to Senſe, or forward to Life. To 
- expreſs their = Nature home, the Eaſtern Nation bor- 
row'd Language from the Weſtern, the Greeks from the Latin, 
Cuſtodia; and the Syriack, as Mr. Fuller obſerves; from Quaſti- 
_ parii, Officers ad Quaſtionem & Inquiſitionem, Queſtioners or In- 
© quiſitors, Tormentors or *Serjeants-of the Rack, to extort _ 
Confeſſions in criminal Examinations. At the peril of their 
Life it was, if the Party under their Execution did not en- 
dure the oxtremity of the Law. If the Priſoner eſcap'd with 
no Puniſhment, or with leſs, or in ultimo ſupplicio recover'd by 
his Life, or his dead Body otherwiſe diſposd than the Laws 
ordain'd or permitted, then were thoſe Soldiers to take the 
room of the Priſoners, to be waſted and ſpent out upon the 
fame Puniſhment whereto the Priſoner was liable; Ejaſmodi 
penecomſumendi, the very words of the Law. Could any Man 
now imagine the Watch could now be either ſo careleſs, or 
ſuch Cowards as to let our Saviour be ſtole away? Men 
8 as well have fetch'd him from the Croſs as from the 
„ 4 ELIE he VCF 
But ſay that they were ſuch maim'd Soldiers, as that th 
had neither Eye to watch, nor Heart to ward; yet the Se pul - 
cher it ſelf was ſo impregnable, that it alone would ſecure 
the Body. There could be no Burglary, nor breaking it up, 
no undermining z the Soil' was-Pickax proof, a firm Rock 44 
ſpread out of the Roots of Golgatha, gabion'd and-rough-caſt | 
with Flint, No removing of the Tombftone, that be ſides its 
weight and ſullenneſs to give way, was rib'd and claſp'd down 
wich Iron Bars and Bonds; the Cloſure ſodder'd with the 
Seal of the Sanhedrim. Their jogzaioaym + magey, and opea» 
denne & xaifey, their fortifying the Sepulcher, and ſealing 
p the Stone, ſays it was ſo, in the latter Verſe-of the for- 
mer Chapter, For tho he ſhould revive, yet the-High-Priefts .. 
never meant he ſhould riſe more, either by his own, or by 
the ſtrength of others. The Watch was but a-ftale to co- 
lour their pretence, and to lead their. requeſt to pi}..ze. The 
Women, Who ſhall roll us away the Stone ?. was a matter more 
than they imagin'd, a Task above the ſtrength of a Man. A 
whole ſet of Læavers could not lift it; no rolling it away but 
dy the force of an Angel. 23 ON | 
And now look into the Grave, ſee the remains of the. Re - 
ſurrection, the impartial Witneſſes and ſilent Sayings that he 1 
was not ſtole away, The L. innen and Grave- Clothes 74 
* 2 a "T2 ö Po X 
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de was involved, lin'd and loden with 2 compound of Myrrky | 

Aloes and Maftick, Gums and Spices Arabick, Unguents and 

Balms of Gilead, a Seareloth both coftly and maſſy, Jow age 

| Teas iu, tothe worth or weight of an hundred Pounds, 
— unweildy to be handled: the Kerchief ſo wrapt 

and diſpleited, as tho yet it had not been us'd; and yet ſo 
laid afide, as tho he would have come again. What manner 

of Men would leave theſe things thus? His Friends would 
not for ſhame have ſtript him, and carry d him away naked, 
His Focs would have -efteem'd the Linnen and embalming 

, Compound far beyond his Body, Friend or Foe, -or Neuter, 

they durft not ſtay to flea the glewy Searcloth 2 his Skin, 


and give a diligent folding to the Kerchief, But H notwith- 
ſtanding he was floln away, why was not ſearch made to re. 
cover his Body ? No Hue and Cry td purſue the Malefa. 
tors? No Proclamation out for their Attachment? Why 
- were not the Women apprehended, or taken up on Suſpicion ? 
Why not ſa much as queftioned ? Quettion'd ! about what? 
The Soldiers knew well enough he was not ffoln away ; for 
they ſat by and mark'd it; they were the Watch, and they 
2 watch, they were not aſleep ; which is my laſt Contta. 
diser . „ . A 

| ; Hitherto they talk like Soldiers, of coming by Night, and 
| ſealing away; now like Watchmen, in ſaying they were 2. 
ſleep. So ſottiſh ans unreaſonable is Malice, that to burn his 
Neighhour's Houſe, he will ſer Fire on his own; to bring in 

an Accuſation on Chriſt and his Diſciples, they make Confeſ. 

on of a Crime in themſelves 3 they gull and befogl them. 

ſelves, and ſay that the Watch was aſleep. It may be as 
Watchmen they durft fleep, *tis e but they durſt not 

ſo as Soldiers, their Diſcipline too ftritt, and the Penalty 
thereof too ſevere. He that forſakes the Watch, capite u- 

| nitur, tis Death (ſaith Paulus) in Law 9. in Excubias S. de re 

15 militari; and ſome geod Captains interpret Sleep equivalent 
to Abſence. Whatever were the Letter of the Law, Practice 

made it ſo; and Polibizs tells us it. was ſo put in execution, If 

any Man of the Watch be found afleep (faith he) Eyaoronre, he 

is put to the Baſtinado, a capital Puniſhment, and reached to 

the Head: For the then Baſtinado was Fuſte cæditur; and as 

they now paſs the Pikes, a thouſand to one but the Party 

di:d under it. A whole Squadron of Men being to-do exe. 
cution one back Friend or other would daſh out his Brains, 

as now one Pike or other would broach him thro, The Roman 
Diſcipline was extream dogged, and ſo profeſt itſelf eſpecial- 

ly toward the Watch, The Ban-dogs of the Capita), becauſe 
they barked not that Night when the Goats ſurprized it, jos 
| tchelt 


Watchmen beware. 
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their Legs broken, and were ſplit alive upon a two. forked 


"Stake; ſet up in publick; and in memory thereof (ſaith Livy) = 


> 


ſome Dogs were yearly fo us'd, for Examples ſake to make 
And the Rounders axe ſo impartial herein, that they would 
make execution ipſo facko. Epaminondas walks the Round, and 


finding one Soldier aſleep, ſome of the Cyrtounders intreat 
for him: Well, faith he, for your fakes I will leave him as 1 


found him, and therewithal he fakes him to the Ground with 


his Halberd; he ſound him in a dead Sleep, and ſo he left 


him. Some dim Prints of that Diſcipline are ſeen to this 


dav in our modern Wars, where ſometimes the Rounder will 


clap a Musket · ſhot thro a ſleepy Head, But anciently they 
durſtdono other; for to wink at the fault, or delay the Pu- 
niſhment, was in the Governor, Patri monii & æſtimaſionis d am- 


num, a loſs of Lands and Honour; and in Under-Officers Ca. 


itale Supplicium. They durſt not then ſleep wilfally,and they 
ad no need to ſlee p, they were not over-watch'd, How the 


Day. watch ſtood I have not yet read; but for the Niglit- 


watch, all the World knows it was divided into four equal 


Parts, each containing three Planetary Hours, or one quar- 


ter of the Night, how Jong or ſhort ſoever. And the turn 


came about but every third Night, and then every third Hour 
they were relic v'd by putting in a freſh Watch. It was now 


paſt the Vernal Equinoctial, no one Night. watch fat full 


three modern Hours, ſo three Hcurs over inabove threeſcore 


would bring no Over-watching. Seeing then they neither 
durſt nor did, why yet do they ſay they were aſleep? The 
reaſon i-, they are of the ragged Regiment, mercenary Sol- 


diers, hir'd "to it by che Priefts with a large piece of Money, 
: The Provantman will undertake to ſay any thing, yea to do 


any thing for Mony; for ten Groats a Week tugat a Wheel- 
barrow, apd for a Stiver more ſerve the Enemy, and for a 
Piece piſtol a Prince; ſuffer any thing for Mony, for a 


Dollar take the Strappado, for a Brace draw at a Decimati- 


on, Thus the Priefts dealt with the filly Soldiers, as the 
did with Fudas, only put them upon Hanging. An old Trick 


of the Pricſts, and much in uſe at this day, ſaving that now 
© they practiſe it one upon the other, and ſo let them; good 
ſpeed may they hav*, | 


But for all this they might be aſl-2ep, wh<ther our Saviour 
were ſtole away or nod. Somewr at the begging oldiers would 


' have, and they ſhall ; his ſtealing awa- we can by no means 


grant: The Reſurrection, an Article of our Crecd, the very 


Gtcundſel of our Faith; his Reſurrection th: FattÞrn and 
Pi:dge of ours, the Tenure whereby we hell our Title to 


Sal- 


% 
* 


ONS 
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Salvatibn. But for their being aſleep we will not much con- 
tend; it is credible they were ſo, the contrary being neither 


imply'd, nor expreſſed in the Scripture, But yet their $1 
is no proof of their Saying. They know the things — 
done juſt as they ſay, for they were aſleep the while. A right 


Roman Reaſon, a proof put from a Prieſt to ſerve a fleepy Sol. 
dier. If they were aſleep, how could they ſay he was toln 


rather than rifen? or if they ſuppoſe him ſtoln, how knew 


— 


* 


they his Diſciples did it rather than other Men? This muſt 
needs argue in them either Calumny to accuſe a Party with- 
out Cauſe, or Levity to lay the Cauſe upon a wrong Party; 
either way folly to al ed ge a ſenſeleſs Reaſon. All our Know. 
ledge is either from Senſe or Reaſon; from Reaſon they could 
not have it, that hath made againſt them all this while; from 
any Senſe they could not, for they were aſleep, in Sleep all 
Senſation is intercepted, They could neither hear, ſee, ſmell, 


taſte nor feel the Diſciples Coming, or their Stealing; if they 


did, they were not aſleep. / If ſome one were awake, and per. 
ceiy'd it, why did he not give an Alarm to the reſt? If they 
underſtood it afterwards from others, why do they not pro- 
duce authentick Witneſſes ? If the Diſciples themſelves con- 

feſs' d it, why were they not puniſh'd, and order taken to ſtop 

the Rumour of the Reſurrection? There is no way now left, 
but to pretend the Spirit, as our Enthuſiaſts do, and to ſay, 


that while they ſlept they had it in a Dream by Revelation, 


But that is refuted by retortion of the ſame, for by Revela- 
tion every. Chriftian knows the contrary, God reveals it un- 


. fo him. — 5 1 i | 
But why do the Soldiers produce this Reaſon ? The Reaſon 


is, they took it upon truſt from the Priefts, It is an old Er- 


ror (Jet us not contend for the Age) to believe that the Prieſt 


cannot err, But why are the Soldiers got thus to argue a. 
ainft themſelves? The reaſon is, no Body elſe durft do it. 


n thoſe times the Soldiers bore all the ſway, aſſum'd all power 


to make Kings and Emperors; but ſince the Prieſt hath done 


the like, putting the Soldier by. Andnow the Peaſant thinks 


tis come to his turn, under pretence of his Privilege in Par- 


liament: He would diſpoſe of Kings and Commonwealths, 


and rather than return it to the Prieſt, froin whom he hath 


taken it, would caſt the courſe back again upon the Soldiers, 


Nothing now contents the Commonatty, but War and Conten- 
tion: He hath taken a ſurfeit of Peace, the very Name of it 
grows odious. 5 | 


Now to give the Soldier his Paſsport, we ſum up ſour Ex- 
ceptions againft his Saying: 1. It is not veriſumile, the un- 


 licelihood. aß it hath appear'd in every Contradictory. 2. They 


were 


ö | : "I > 
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were ignari rerum, had no Information of what they 
neither Rye nor Ear · witneſſes of what th 
feſs themſelves aſleep. 


affirm. ; 


this is falſe; if that-were not true, why ſhould 
this, or who will truſt Men in contrary Tales? 


the Text, and therefore I wholly forbear them, . eſpecially for 


the point of Corruption; tis a crafty Crime, and. commonly 
hard to prove. We alſo forbear the Lie to the Soldier, be- 


cauſe he abhors it: But to the Prieſts, who put this Lie in 


their Mouths, and to their Diſciple-Priefts, who at this day 
practiſe Lying, and alow it to be lawful, we would mend the 
old ſaying, A Liar ſhould kave a gogd memory, aud rather re- 
emory ſerves hut to avoid 
Contradictions of himſelf, but his Wit to prevent the Contra - 
ditions. of others, that an Untruth feem not alſo unlikely. 
If therefore the Priefts would have lied wiſely, and with cre. 
dit, like Satan himſelf, the Serpent whom. they ſery'd, they _ 


quire in him a good Wit, His 


ſhould, as they did ſormerly, bave laid our Saviour to Satan's 


Charge, and have ſaid, That the foul Fiend came by Night, 


and fetciy'd him away; leaving out, whilſt the Nach ſleps, and 


iaſtead thereof have argu'd from the Deſcent.of the Angel, 
and the Earthquake: This could not. ſo eaſily have been diſ- 

coyer'd; but it might even as eaũly, where Faith had a For- 

tihcation. Human Reaſons urg'd againſt it are but as Paper- 


ſhot. Carnal Wiſdom working againſt God is but Dirt and 


Rottenneſs. Our Counſels are confounded, when carry'd a- 5 
gainſt Chriſt: And ſo I come to my third and !aft Curſory, 


upon the word of our Saviour. 


Hitherto we have clear the Diſciples, but we muſt alſs 
give the Soldier content. There is no ſuch difference, but the 


matter may be reconcird, and the queſtion ſtated on rhe Sol- 
dier's ſide, Said I not, it was the faſhion ? The Soldiers then 


are in the right, their Saying very ſound and Chriſtian 3 a 


Disciple of his did come by Night, and ftole him away, and 
the Soldiers were aſleep. © A Diſciple of his, and his moſt be- 
lov'd Diſciple. his human Soul, came by Night, was united to 


hs Body, raig'd it, and withdrew it from the Sepulcher by 


ſtealth, while the Soldiers were ſo betzeen ſiec ping and waking 


that they perceiv'd it not. Of this Curlory very briefly, as 
the words lie in order, declining all emergent Controverſies, 


for that our preſent Quarcel ly only with che Soldier. 


we 
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ſay, for they con- 
3. Their Saying is contrary to what 
they had ſaid before, in the Morning they told another Tale, 
at the eleyenth Verſe of this Chapter; if that were true, 

believe _ 
nin ly, The. | 
Parties were corrupted, -hir'd with a large ſum to utter their 
Saying, at the twelfth Verſe, Theſe two latter lie without 
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14' Mr. Luſhington's Sermon preach'd © 
We term him a Diſciple, who receives knowlegge and 
chaſtiſement from another. As our Saviour was Grd, bis 
Soul was J fu gur, the trueſt and moſt proper Diſciple that 
ever was; it had receiv'd both knowledge and chaſtiſement, 
as never Man had, knowledge of all manner, both Divine a“ d 
Human, infus d and acquir'qy' but whether it had no Igno. 
racce, we leave it to the Catholicks; and all manner of 
chaſtiſement, both exemplary and ſatisfatory, for all Man. 
kind; the chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon it; but” whe. 
ther it ſatisfy*d for Reprobates, we leave it to the Arminiang, 
His Soul came, it could move, for it was ſeparate; the Souf 
was from the Body, tho? neither from the Godhead as all 
the reſt of the Diſciples. it forſook him on the Croſs, and 
now it came again; but it came not as it went, it went by 
Violence and foreign Force, the Fews expel'd it from him, 
altho he was alſo willing it ſhould go; but it came purely vo- 
luntary, by a domeſtick Agent; but whether by virtue of the 
Godhead, orits own motive Faculty, we leave to the School- 
men. It came then, not as poor Lazarus Soul came to Abra 
bas Boſom, carried by Angels, but ſingle, upon its own 
force, and without any help of others: But whether attended 
and waited upon by Troops of Angels, we leave it to the Fa- 
thers, For the time, it came by Night, not for fear of the 
Fows, as Nicodemus came to him, but for love of his Promiſe, 
| that he might riſe the third day. He came th- ſecond Night, 
the Night ſecond to his Paſſion, but third to the day of his 
- ReſurreQRion, ſometime between Midnight and Morning; 
but at what time we leave it to the Chronologers. The 
Un le of his Coming was from ſomewhere elſe, from a diſtant 
Ubi, for it was not come before it came; but from whenge 
de finitively, whether from Heaven of Hell, we leave it to the 
Calvinifls, The £u0 or Term of its coming was tke Grave, 
he ſuhſiſted there; but the end of the Comer, was the Re- 
union to the Body, to make his real Preſence there; but whe- 
ther thereby he became Omnipr:ſent, to be every where 
while was in the Grave, we leave it to the Lutherans, His 
final Intent, not to organize the Body, it was not diſmem- 
bred, nor any wey corrupted, not-fo much as in fork no not 
difpoſitively, but to animate thoſe Memhers, and to r2iſe the 
Bod” from the Grave, in which action both the Body and 
mne Soul had their mutual Erfciency, each co-elevating other 
to make up th: Kelurrection; but whether theſe two Agents 


imply ſeveral Operations reall, diſtinct, we lrave it to the th 
Nominaltfhs, © SEED „„ | nc 
Ihe manner of his Reſurrection is ſo miraculous and ineffa. th 
ble, that bad words exprels it beſt. In a moral relation » bY 

is ** , . 6 e 


% 


before the Univerſity of Oxford. 15 
the Few, it is here term'd ſtealing; not to ſhew what our 
Saviour did in his riſing, but to intimate what the Fews had 
committed by their Crucifying. Things of a ſupereminent 
nature are fain to borrow words of an inferior ſignification, 
when they are related to a low capacity; ſo God gives him- 
ſelf Attributes, not as he is, but according to the weakneſs 
whereby Man apprehends him. And here the Action of our 
Saviour is ſet down, not as it is done, but according to the 
wickedneſs that the ꝓews had done. The active fignification 
of ſtealing belongs to our Saviour, but the moral Evil of it 
reflected upon others, The Law ſaith, he ſteals who fraudu. 
tently takes away ſomething of another's, with intent to get 
the thing itſelf, its uſe or poſſeſſion ; If this Definition be 
true, his Reſurrection was ſtealing, His Body was now cada- 
ver puniti, the Carcaſe of one that had publickly ſuffer'd, and 
thereby forfeit to the Statez no Man might meddle with it 
further than to bury it, nor that without ſpecial permiſſion z 
it was now none of. his, his right and poſſeſſion of it both 
gone; tradiderat, he had made delivery of it, diſpens'd and 
paſs'd it away to Pilate: Pilate diſpos'd his Right to bury it, 
to the Watch to detain it, and now it was theirs. When 
therefore he took it from the Grave, he ſtole it; his Rc» 0ſ- 
ſeſſion of it defrauded all the Pre-detajners. Said they not alſo 
he was a Deceiver? But whether the Angel that roll'd away 
the Stone, was neceſſary or miniſterial, we leave it to the 
Hermoniſts. By natural relation his Body was his own, as be - 
ing the eſſential and proper Counterpart of his Soul, pr. - co- 
exiſtent with it in one Perſon 3 but morally it was noc ſo, or 
if it were, yet he might ſteal it for all that, A Man may 
ſteal that which is his own, by intervening that right in it 
which has been trans!er'd to another; and what kind of 
Theft this was, we leave it to the Lawyers. God forbid we 
ſhould' lay other Theft to our Saviour, than that he attri- 
butes to himſelf, in ſaying, He came ike a Thief in the Nighr, 
i. e. ſecretly and unawares; ſo was His conveyance from the 
Grave, cloſe, without the conſent and notice of thoſe that 
were preſent; ſuch a carriage we commonly call Stealth. 
We ſteal away from a Room, when we depart without the 
knowledge of the Company; but whether he could convey 
himſelf ſo clofely, as to paſs thro the Tombſtone, we leave 
it to the Philoſophers. _ „„ / 

Yet ſo cloſe ic was, that the Watch percciv'd it not, for 
they were aſleep; they were ſet to watch it, but they did 
not. Not to watch, is all one with not to be awake, and 
that with to be aſleep. We commonly call him fleepy who is 
axgligent or careleſs of what pages, as the contrary we term 

| | vigilant 
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vigilant z ſo the Watch was faſt afleep, they never pe heed 
to the Reſurrection j; that was ſo far fi om their Belief,that they 
had no Opinion of it, But if Death be a kind of a Sleep, 

he is ſoundly aſleep that lies for dead, and ſo did the Watch! 
in the fourth Verſe of this Chapter, Ty/4vor7o 678 vaxget, for 
fear of the Angel they fell a ſhaking, and became as dead 
Men, His Preſence gave them a ſtrong Dormitive, it 
wrought beyond Sleep. Sleep reaches but only to a Ligation. 
of Senſe, but in them all Motion ceas'd, they were exani- 
mate; but whether that Fit held them only by way of gyn. 
eope, or did determine in a Catapbora, or ſoporiferous Paſ. 
ſion, we leave it to the Phyſicians, Fearful and cowardiſh 
Soldiers, more Womaniſh than Women! At the preſence of 
1 the Angel the Women ſtand uprigbt, but the Soldiers fall in 2 
Swoon., Help them good Women, unbutton the Soldiers, ye 
need not fear their Halberds. There's work for you and your 
Spices, your Odours to comfort and recal their Spirits. Be. 

f ſtow that Charity on the dy ing Soldiers which you intended 
on your dear Saviour, for he is riſen and needs them not, but 

they may benefit the Soldiers. The Soldiers us'd to ſuch Fits, 
they had one of them the other Night in Gethſemane; but 
whether theſe n were Sins in the Soldiers, we leave 
to the Caſuiſts. Thus they were xouuduvor, laid as Men 2. 
ſleep; for it ſignifies rather the Reclination or Poſture df one 
aſleep, than the Affection of Sleep it ſelf, He that lies ſtill 
without Senſe or Motion, whether he be in a Sleep, or Trance, 
or Dead, we lay xormw Or; and we call the Churbb- yard wer 
vsThecwy, becauſe the Dead lie there as if they were aſleep, 
they ftir not: And ſo we muſt alt be laid; there's no Dormi. 
tory, Our Cale ſomewhat like the Soldiers: We are ap- 
Pointed here to watch our Saviour; and as we do it, we are 
fubje& to e Infirmity, apt to de caſt aſleep, and 
become as dead Men. Yet iet us not be ſubject to their fear, 

our Death is but like their Swooning, thats the worſt. We 
are liaflFto riſe again, and our Reſutrection ſhall be like our 
Saviour's: His and durs make a mutual Aſpett;: his the Spe- 

. cimen, ard ours the Complement,” What he practiſed on him- 
* ſelf, he perfetts in us: He will come again by Night, and fleat 


us tof3fory, while we lie lleeping in the Grave, Even ſo-come 


RENE 


$ el 


| His | Ag Cont hui V Cm - . A "ITAL 
[ 22 Mann Misc { fre 0h f, er Hi e. 
1 #5. 3 


4 9 ; 7 D . 1 7 2 N 7 
ander, He (lie home of l, N. (i, 
1 i 


- 
/ 


7 


*- 


